The Nomad Arab Camel Breeding Tribes
of the Sudan
governed by customs handed on through the generations
and self-sufficing for their daily needs, they are slow to
react to outward disturbance. But once such disturbance
has penetrated to their loneliness, and they are dragged
into playing their part in a national revolt or other large
movement, the whole tenor of their being is upset, and
it may take a generation or more to restore equilibrium.
The Khalifa's rule disintegrated nomad Arab life by
massing them in Omdurman and by sending them on
expeditions far beyond their local confines, and it is only
within recent years they have recovered from the effects
of their experience.
Environment and Economic Life
The nomad camel-owning tribes of the Sudan live
between the 13th and 18th degrees of latitude. South
of the 13th degree camels die because of " fly " which
spreads trypanosomiasis ("ghuffar"), and north of the
18th degree there is insufficient rainfall to ensure the
grazing. The camel country is mostly dry steppe land,
long rolling plains dotted here and there with stony out-
crops and occasional ranges of hills. Water supply, except
in the rainy season, is confined to the river and the inland
well fields with a lift of not more than forty feet. Wells
deeper than this involve too much labour in watering
large herds.
The climate is intensely hot in summer and intensely
cold in winter. There is BO green vegetation except in
the rains, and in winter only in areas where the coarse
winter ** gizu " grass grows. Large trees are generally
confined to the dried-up water courses, and a process of
dessication has been proceeding for centuries. In other
words, the nomad camel owner is born and bred in hard
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